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Contractor Licensing Law

e General Contractor - one who undertakes to construct or superintend the construction,
alteration, maintenance, repair, rehabilitation, remediation, reclamation, or demolition of any
building, highway, sewer, structure, site work, grading, paving or project or any improvement in
the State of Alabama where the cost of the undertaking including labor and materials is $50,000
or more. Swimming Pool construction of $5,000 or more.

e Subcontractors performing minimum contracts including labor and materials of $50,000 ($5,000
swimming pools) under contract to a licensed prime contractor must be licensed by the board.

When is a registered architect required?

e All buildings 2,500 square feet or larger that are erected, enlarged, or altered require the
services of a registered architect, unless the building is a single-family residence, farm building,
or utility building.

e All buildings erected, enlarged, or altered that are intended for the assembly occupancy of
people regardless of size require the services of a registered architect.

e All buildings erected, enlarged, or altered that are intended for use as an education facility
regardless of size require the services of a registered architect.

Is an Architect needed for a renovation project?

e Yes, if the renovation results in a change to a more restrictive occupancy type.

Does an Architect have to sign, date, and seal every architectural sheet in a set of drawings?

e Every architectural sheet must be sealed. There is no requirement concerning a date or
signature.

All Plumbing, Gas, HVAC & Electrical Contractors:

e Must provide current state card and matching identification.



Understanding Plumber/Gas Fitter Licensing Types and

Requirements

Any person performing plumbing and/or natural gas fitting
MUST hold a certification with the Board.

An Apprentice Plumber/Gas Fitter must be supervised on
the job site at all times by a Journeyman or Master Plumber
and/or Gas Fitter.

A Journeyman Plumber and/or Gas Fitter must work for a
company who has a properly certified Master Plumber and/
or Gas Fitter, but may work on job sites alone or supervise
apprentices.

A Master Plumber and/or Gas Fitter may work on their own
or supervise apprentices on the job site.

All Plumbing and/or Gas Fitting companies must be properly
registered with the Board.

Someone who holds solely a Plumbing card can not do gas
fitting. Someone who holds solely a Gas Fitting card can not
do plumbing.

The Board has an online lookup at www.pgfb.alabama.gov
where you can verify an individual or company’s license sta-
tus.

You may also contact the Board at (205)945-4357 to verify
license status.




TOP 10 TIPS WHEN HIRING AN HVAC

CONTRACTOR

| Plan Your Project

Detail out what you want done and who you will
need to complete it. No two projects are the same
and may require a specially licensed contractor.

9 Get 2-3 Estimates

When comparing estimates from different
contractors, don’t just compare the bottom line
cost. Look at the cost and quality of materials for
each one. Be sure the estimate includes the total
price, the materials to be used, a time table for
payments and the expected time line for
completion of the work.

3. Verify The Contractor’s License

Get proof that the contractor you may be working
with is licensed. Contact the board to check the
status of their license. Only work with contractors
who are currently licensed.

4. Check At Least 3 References

Ask your contractor if they will provide three
references in writing. When speaking with the
references ask if they were satisfied with the
contractor’s work and if the contractor kept to the
schedule and the contract terms.

5. Require A Written Contract

The contract should be a detailed description of
the work to be done, the material to be used and

the equipment to be installed. Be sure there is a
schedule of payments and a time line for when the
work will be completed. Be sure you understand

“the contract before you sign it. Any changes

that occur should be noted in writing.

6. Don’t Make A Large Down
Payment

The down payment you should pay in order for
work to begin should be minimal. Beware of a
contractor who is asking for a large payment so
that they can purchase the materials to begin
your project.

7. Make Payments As Work Is
Completed

Set up a payment schedule that follows the
amount of work completed. Never pay for
something that has not been completed. Do not
pay for anything in cash.

8. Monitor The Job In Progress

Check in regularly on the progress of the work.
Any and all permits should be displayed by the
contractor while the work is being done.

9. Don’t Make The Final
Payment Until The Job Is
Complete

Before making the final payment make sure that
you are satisfied with the completed work.

Keep All Paperwork Related To

Your Job
Be sure to keep a file of all papers and documents
that pertain to your project. This includes the
contract, any written changes, all bills and invoices,
receipts of payments and all correspondence with
your contractor. This should also include photos of
the job in progress.

10.

ALWAYS HIRE A LICENSED
CONTRACTOR
ASK TO SEE THEIR CARD

2011 HEATING & AIR CONDTIONING
CONTRACTORS CERTIFICATION CARD

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING

Holder is hereby certified by the
STATE OF ALABAMA BOARD OF
Heating, Air Conditioning & Refrigeration
Contractors

Telephone: (334) 241.0840 Tall Free: 866-855-
1912
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TIPS FOR CONSUMERS
There are important steps that consumers can take to protect
themselves before ever hiring an electrical contractor. You
are encouraged to ask questions and protect yourself before
hiring someone to do electrical work. Verify that the

electrical contractor is licensed.

e  Before hiring anyone to provide electrical work, check with the Alabama Board
of Electrical Contractors. Also ask your city and county what license is
required to do the work and if the person is licensed locally.

e  Ask about the personnel who will be performing the work.

° Get an estimate from at least three individuals or companies for the work to be
done and cost of materials to be used and equipment to be installed.

e When the electrical contractor has been selected, require a written contract
detailing the work to be done, materials to be used, and equipment to be installed.
Include the payment arrangements and timeline for when the work will be
completed. Before signing the contract, be sure you understand the contract and
any changes in the work should be noted in writing on the contract.

e  When paying for the work, be cautious paying with cash or paying for work
materials before the job begins. Don't make a large down payment. Don’t make
the final payment until the job is complete.

e Keep all of the paperwork on the work being performed to include estimate of
work, signed contract, copy of checks/payments, photos of work while it is in
progress.

« To safeguard and protect the public, the Alabama Board of Electrical Contractors
has a comprehensive consumer complaint process. The consumer complaint

form is available on the Board’s website.



